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ORGANIZATION OF COMBATING ENEMY SABOTAGE AND RECONNAISSANCE GROUPS

The scientific article, based on the analysis of the actions of the enemy's subversive reconnaissance groups
and the combat experience of the border units in their destruction, summarizes the purpose, objects and
capabilities of the state border guard unit in relation to the organization of the fight against the enemy's DRGs.
The content of the work of the head of the border unit regarding the organization of actions of the border unit
regarding the search for the enemy's DRG has been specified and revealed. Based on the experience of actions of
the PRYKZ, tactical role-playing games, practical comprehensive practical classes, a variant of the content of the
work of the head of the border unit is proposed. A feature of the developed recommendations is their practical
orientation. They are intended for the heads of border units, in the areas of responsibility of which crisis situations
may arise. Taking into account the developed recommendations will avoid erroneous decisions, rationally prepare
the unit for actions, and also improve the efficiency of the work of the relevant managers.
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Statement of the problem. Under the legal
regime of martial law, border guard units are
involved in repelling the armed aggression of the
Russian Federation against Ukraine by directly
conducting hostilities, and are also involved in
repelling the invasion of the territory of Ukraine by
illegal armed groups (IAGs) and eliminating
sabotage and reconnaissance groups (SRGs) [1].
The situation in the Chernihiv, Kharkiv and Sumy
border guard detachments shows that the enemy is
trying to use subversive reconnaissance groups
directly on the border with the aggressor country.
The use of such groups by the enemy is primarily
aimed at mining the area, identifying our defense
structure, "weaknesses" in order to further inflict
damage from long-range weapons, as well as
performing other tasks.

At the level of the Border Guard Service, the
fight against SRG is usually organized and
conducted in the form of special operations [2]. For
its part, a state border protection unit (SBPU) can
perform tasks independently, be attached to units
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU) or be in
reserve. Taking into account the rapidity of combat
operations in modern conditions, the results of the
SRG actions to destroy the enemy's subversive
subversive group mainly depend on the ability of
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the head of the border unit to make a quick
managerial decision. This necessitates the need to
offer recommendations to the chief of the SBPU on
the organization of the fight against the enemy's
subversive raiding group (SRG).

Analysis of recent research and publications.
The issue of combating IAGs and SDRGs has been
raised in publications by scholars from various
components of the security and defense sector of
Ukraine. Among the analyzed sources [2—7] on
countering enemy subversive sabotage and
reconnaissance groups, the issues of content for
planning a special operation in a brigade (regiment)
were considered (O. Oleshchenko, H. Drobakha,
I. Luhovskyi), recommendations of the HQ of the
border guard detachments (O. Tsibrovskyi,
R. Shchehelskyi), improvement of combat
capabilities of the SBPU (O. Reznik,
O. Kustynskyi, V. Havryliuk). In previous studies,
the authors of the article also paid attention to the
research issues [3, 5, 6, 11, 13]. However, with
regard to the content of the work of the chief of the
SBPU on organizing the fight against enemy
sabotage and reconnaissance groups, these issues
need to be clarified with due regard to combat
experience and improvement of the tactics of the
SRG, which is what determines the relevance of
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this article and confirms the practical significance
of the topic chosen for study.

The purpose of the article is to develop
recommendations for the head of a State border guard
unit on how to organize the fight against enemy
sabotage and reconnaissance groups based on the
combat experience of the border guard agency.

Summary of the main material. Taking into
account the requirement of the provisions of the
Combat Statute of the Land Forces of the AFU, the
fight against enemy sabotage and reconnaissance
forces (SRF) and IAGs is conducted by joint
actions of mechanized units, units of other
branches of the armed forces and special forces,
units (bodies) of other military formations in order
to detect enemy SRF and IAGs, block them, disarm
them, and in case of resistance — destroy them [9].
In this regard, the SBPU, as a military formation
that protects the state border, may be involved in
the tasks of searching for, blocking, surrounding
SRF and destroying enemy and IAG RS as part of
other border formations or independently.

Existing combat experience can be used in the
performance of tasks in the fight against enemy
SRS and IAGs. Thus, border guard units are
capable of searching, pursuing, and fighting the
enemy, but it is necessary to take into account the
peculiarities of training and modus operandi of the
enemy's SRS and IAGs.

Actions in such conditions of the SBPU will be
characterized by observation, inspection of the area,
local objects, pursuit of the detected group, and
interviewing the local population that has not left the
blocking area. For this purpose, the unit will be
assigned a strip of terrain. Its width will be
determined by the nature of the enemy's actions,
terrain conditions, and the availability of the SBPU
forces and means. As in the conditions of special
actions to search for offenders [6], the area of
responsibility of the SBPU will include: the initial
boundary and the final boundary of the search. To
align the combat order of the search group units,
clarify their relative position and direction of further
movement, alignment lines will be assigned [10].

The state border protection unit will mainly
conduct the search on foot. The pace of the search
should ensure a thorough inspection of the terrain,
buildings, structures and other objects on the way,
as well as mutual fire cover for the actions of
neighboring units. According to operational and
tactical calculations, it can be as follows: in open
terrain — 2—4 km per hour; in medium-rough terrain —
1-2 km per hour; in forested, marshy and
mountainous terrain — 300—600 m per hour. When

searching for an enemy hiding in underground
shelters, mountains, forests, and at night, the pace
can be reduced by 2—3 times [9, 10].

The combat order of the airborne
reconnaissance group may consist of: the combat
line of the main patrol, the main combat line, the
fire group, the airborne reconnaissance control, the
reserve, the support group and the air
reconnaissance group. If it is necessary to inspect
objects in the search area, the combat order of the
airborne reconnaissance units may change.

The airborne reconnaissance assets of the
airborne task force are used depending on weather
conditions and terrain, ensuring timely detection of
the enemy and targeting of the airborne task force
combat order. A group of armored vehicles
operates behind combat lines and advances taking
into account the terrain's passability. It can be used
to maneuver in threatening directions, support the
combat formations of the airborne forces engaged
in combat with fire, destroy the enemy and ensure
the retention of the occupied lines.

Regulatory acts [1, 9, 10] oblige the head of the
SBPU to organize the cessation of all enemy
actions related to illegal border crossing. However,
they do not indicate the way to achieve the goal,
i.e., how to organize such actions. The
incompleteness of the requirements prompts the
search for an answer to the question: what should
be the sequence of actions of the chief of the SBPU
to organize the fight against the enemy's SRF.

The study of the experience of the SBPU in
combating enemy subversive groups, analysis of
scientific works [2-7] and guidelines [1, 9, 10],
generalization of materials of practical classes with
future bachelors of state border security [8, 11, 12, 13]
gives grounds to propose a sequence of work of the
head of the SRF in organizing the fight against enemy
subversive groups, which includes eight stages.

1. Realization of the combat mission.

. Communicating a preliminary combat order.
. Developing a preliminary plan of action.

. Preparation of the unit.

. Conducting a reconnaissance.

. Completion of action planning.

. Giving a combat order.

8. Checking readiness.

Let us consider in more detail the appropriate
procedure and content of the work of the chief of
the SBPU on organizing the fight against the
enemy's subversive reconnaissance group.

At the first stage of his work, the chief of the
SBPU must:
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—study the combat task, realize it and
understand who the object of the search is, where it
is or may be, potentially where it is trying to go, its
possible composition and tasks;

— calculate the time and determine how much
time is available to prepare for a combat mission;

— determine the measures that need to be taken
to prepare the SBPU team for future actions;

— define the task of the SBPU as a search group
within the search group, methods of its
implementation, search area or direction, time of
search start and completion, starting and ending
points, resting places, when and from whom to
expect help, places of obstacles on the way and the
procedure for overcoming them, the procedure for
maintaining communication with the unit, the
procedure for actions after the task is completed;

— determine in cooperation with which units of
the Armed Forces of Ukraine, units of other
military formations, state authorities and local self-
government bodies the task will be performed; the
order of subordination, location of the control
point; forces and means allocated to support the
SBPU; boundaries of the area of operations;
peculiarities of the use of weapons and military
equipment; the procedure for organizing
management, interaction and other issues;

—decide which combat order to have, its
composition, tasks for the elements of the combat
order, and the order of operations.

The second stage is the formation of training
tasks for the unit to prepare for future actions in the
form of a preliminary combat order. It can be
communicated to subordinates orally, but with a
mandatory entry in the workbook of the chief of the
SBPU, or in another way provided for by
administrative documents. The content of the
preliminary combat order may not be the same,
because it cannot be predicted for different
situations, but, in the opinion of the authors, the
following will remain unchanged: information
about the enemy; combat mission of the SBPU, to
which it should be prepared; area of combat
mission; priority tasks for preparing unit personnel,
weapons and military equipment for future actions;
tasks for reconnaissance of the enemy and the
terrain; training measures for crews of armored
combat vehicles (ACVs); measures to increase the
security and passability of the combat vehicle.

Persons involved in action planning are
assigned tasks to prepare initial data for the
preparation of the SBPU for search operations.

The third stage is one of the most difficult
stages of the work of the SBPU chief, as it involves

the development of a preliminary action plan for
the unit.

The content of the action plan can be as follows:
task analysis, development of action options,
analysis of action options, comparison and
selection of the final action option.

The analysis of the task makes it possible to
answer the following questions: what the senior
commander requires and expects from the unit's
actions and the level of his support; who the
neighbors are and their tasks; restrictions on the use
of forces and means; the procedure for reporting
the plan of action and work on the ground.

An important result of the analysis of the
received task should be an understanding of the
details of the unit's task: who (unit and composition
of reinforcement), what (main combat task of the
unit), when (time of start or readiness to perform
the task), where (place of task performance), why
(purpose of the unit's use) and formulation of
auxiliary (intermediate) and special tasks.

The main task is a task that is determined by the
senior commander in a combat order or combat
(preliminary combat) order.

Additional (intermediate) tasks are tasks
determined by the chief of the SBPU to fulfill the
main task and achieve the purpose of the actions.

Special tasks are tasks determined by the chief
of the SBPU to ensure the fulfillment of the main
and additional (intermediate) tasks.

When developing a preliminary action plan, the
SBPU chief must study: the possible nature of the
enemy's actions, the capabilities of his forces and
means, the terrain, which will allow him to conduct
an initial risk assessment and establish the likelihood
of their occurrence, possible consequences and
determine the level of their acceptability.

At the third stage, the SBPU chief also develops
options for action.

Action options are defined as the identification
of possible ways to perform the task. Their number
depends on the specifics of the task and the time
available for their development. The development
of action options is based on an analysis of possible
actions of the enemy's SRF, combat capabilities of
the unit, capabilities of the senior chief's support
forces and means, interacting units, and terrain, and
consists of their formulation and graphical display.

When formulating possible options for actions,
the head of the SBPU must necessarily foresee: the
direction (directions, areas) of the concentration of
the main efforts; the sequence of tasks with the
determination of the order of advancement to
the base camp and its occupation, occupation of
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the starting line; construction of battle order; the
list of objects that are not subject to damage due to
environmental hazards, and those that ensure the
livelihood of the population or have historical and
cultural value; ways to repulse attacks by enemy
subversive groups and IAGs with an indication of
the order of fire damage to the enemy and measures
to mislead him; restrictions regarding the conduct
of actions and the use of weapons and military
equipment; measures to ensure the safety of the
civilian population and the procedure for providing
them with humanitarian assistance, etc.

Action options are developed on diagrams that
show the probable tactical actions of the enemy and
the ways the SBPU can accomplish the task.

The analysis of action options is carried out in
order to evaluate each of them. To evaluate them,
an action scenario is conducted to visualize the
order of operations of all forces and means, assess
the strengths and weaknesses of your unit and the
enemy, coordinate interaction issues and clarify its
indicators.

If there is limited time to prepare actions, the
drawing may not be held. In this case, the head of
the SBPU independently chooses the most
appropriate option and determines the issues and
indicators of interaction.

At a certain time, the SBPU Head reports the
plan to the senior manager. The plan approved by
the senior manager is used for further action
planning.

The result of the third stage is a preliminary
combat order, the content of which corresponds to
the information available at the time of its issuance:

a) updated information on the actions of the
enemy's subversive reconnaissance group and
IAGs and the units involved in their search;

b) the combat task of the SBPU, the area (place)
of its execution;

¢) the plan of action;

d) combat tasks for elements of the combat order;

e) issues of management, comprehensive support
of actions and indicators of interaction with a degree
of detail that corresponds to the defined plan.

If necessary, the preliminary combat order may
define tasks for further planning of actions and
completion of training of units, necessary
movement, and other data.

The fourth stage concerns the preparation of the
SBPU for future actions. It is the longest in terms
of time (it begins with the communication of the
previous combat order to subordinates and ends
with checking their readiness for action).

The list and scope of activities to be carried out
depends on the available time, the state of the
forces and means of the SBPU, the procedure and
methods of action to search for enemy subversive
groups and IAGs, the availability and condition of
weapons and military equipment, logistical support
stocks, etc. During the fourth stage, if possible, the
personnel is manned and provided with weapons
and military equipment, logistical support,
personal protective equipment, etc.

The fifth stage is the stage of reconnaissance. It
is carried out on a diagram of the unit's area of
responsibility or a map. The head of the SBPU
clarifies on the ground the data on the enemy's SRF
and IAG (route of possible movement, places of
shelter, rest, where they may be at the time of the
search, places where they set up ambushes, etc.),
the characteristics of the terrain in the designated
search area (formation of the combat order,
obstacles and the sequence of their overcoming,
dangerous areas of the terrain, directions of use of
the BBA, etc. It defines landmarks and clarifies
tasks for elements of the combat order and other
issues related to the search for SBPU, as well as
determines demarcation lines, the position and
tasks of neighbors, etc.

In case of additional or new data on the enemy's
SRF and IAGs or the terrain, the selected course of
action is amended and supplemented as necessary.
Confirmed assumptions are turned into facts and
used for further action planning.

If the situation permits, reconnaissance can be
conducted before the senior commander approves
the plan of action.

The sixth stage completes action planning. It
includes detailing the issues of interaction, control,
and comprehensive support.

When detailing the issues of interaction, the
head of the SBPU determines the order of actions
of the elements of the combat order during the
occupation of the initial line, search, overcoming
obstacles, detection of the enemy's subversive
reconnaissance group and IAGs physically or with
the help of UAVs, ambushing the enemy,
destroying it, providing assistance to neighboring
units, etc. The timeframe of actions, methods of
mutual recognition and marking of their position
and the position of interacting units are also
determined.

In terms of control, the chief of the SBPU
specifies: the place of his location (movement) and
his deputy; the procedure for communicating
commands (signals) to the elements of the combat
order; the procedure for mutual notification and
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information exchange; frequencies; call signs;
control signals.

When detailing the comprehensive support of
actions, the head of the SBPU should include issues
of intelligence, tactical camouflage, engineering
support, radiation, chemical and biological
protection, moral and psychological support, logistics
and technical support, medical support, etc.

The seventh stage. Giving a combat order. It
contains the content of the task and the procedure
for its execution by the unit.

The head of the SBPU in the combat order must
provide for the following.

1. The objectives.

2. Necessary information about the search object.

3. The task of the SBPU, the search area or its
direction, the time of the search start and its
completion, the starting and ending lines, leveling
lines and the time of reaching them, resting places,
when and from whom to expect help, places of
obstacles on the way and the procedure for
overcoming them, the procedure for actions after
the task is completed, and the combat order.

4. The tasks of neighboring units and the forces
of the senior commander who provide us with
assistance.

5. Tasks for the elements of the combat order
and the order of their execution.

6. The order of communication and control signals.

7. Your place and deputy.

Eighth stage. Checking the readiness of the
SBPU to search for enemy subversive
reconnaissance groups and IAGs involves
monitoring the implementation of training
measures determined by the previous combat order
and reviewing the unit's readiness for action.

Conclusions

Thus, in the opinion of the authors of this
article, following the above sequence of work of
the chief of the SBPU in organizing the fight
against enemy subversive groups will allow to
improve the efficiency of the work of the relevant
managers and to take into account more fully the
factors affecting the results of the unit's service and
combat activities. In addition, taking into account
the developed recommendations will help to avoid
erroneous decisions, to rationally prepare the unit
for actions to neutralize the enemy.

The materials of the article can be used in the
practical activities of officers who organize the

actions of a border guard unit to search for and
eliminate enemy subversive raiding groups.

The prospect of further development of this area
is to study the methodology for developing options
for the SBPU with preliminary action planning.
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PEKOMEH/JIAIIIT HAYAJIBHUKY IIAPO3ALTY OXOPOHH JEPKABHOT'O KOPIOHY
HOJ0 OPTAHI3AIII BOPOTHBHU 3 IUBEPCIMHO-PO3BI1YBAJIBHUMH
I'PYITAMU TIPOTUBHUKA

Bupiweno naykose 3aedanns: po3pobienns pekomeHoayii HauanbHuKy RPpUKOPOOHHO20 NIOPO30ILY w000
opeanizayii 60pomvoU 3 OUBEPCIUHO-PO38IOYEATLHUMU NIOPO3OLIAMU NPOMUBHUKA 3 YPAXYBAHHAM OOUOB020
00C8i0y NPUKOPOOHHO20 8I00MCMEA.

Ha ocnogi ananizy 0iti Oueepcitino-po38idy8anbHux epyn nPOmMusHUKAa ma 60108020 00C8i0y NPUKOPOOHHUX
3G20HI6 W00 iX SHUWEHHS Y3A2aNbHEHO MemY, 00 €EKMU Ma MONCIUBOCT NIOPO3OITY OXOPOHU OEePIAHCABHO20
KOpOOHY 8ION08iOHO 00 opeawizayii 6opomvOU 3 OUBEPCIUHO-PO36I0YEATLHUMU SDYNAMU NPOMUBHUKA.
Ymouneno ma poskpumo smicm podomu HAYATLHUKA NPUKOPOOHHO2O NIOPO30iny w000 opeawizayii Oii
NPUKOPOOHHO20 RIOPO30ITY 3 NOWLYKY OUBEPCIIHO-PO3BIOVEAbHUX 2PYN NPOMUBHUKA. 3 YPAXYBAHHAM 00C8I0Y
Oill NPUKOPOOHHUX 3A20HI8, MAKMUYUHUX POTbOBUX 20D, KOMNAEKCHUX NPAKMUYHUX 3AHAMb 3ANPONOHOBAHO
sapianm 3micmy pobomu HAYAILHUKA NPUKOPOOHHO020 Nidpo30iny. Ocobausicmio po3pobieHux pekomernoayii
€ IXHA NPAKMUYHA CNPAMOBAHICb.

Hayko6or Ho68U3HOW 00CHiONCEeHHs € 8apianm 3Micmy poOOmMU HAYANLHUKA NPUKOPOOHHO20 NIOpO30iny
w000 NOWYKY OUBEPCIIHO-PO38I0YBANLHUX 2PYN NPOMUBHUKA, AKUL PO3POOAEHO HA OCHOBL 00C8idy Oill
NPUKOPOOHHUX 3A20HI6, SIKI UKOHYIOMb 3A60aHH5 3 8I0CTyi 30pOlHill azpecii pocilicbkol ¢edepayii, ponbosux
MAKMUYHUX 120D, NPAKIMUYHUX KOMAAEKCHUX NPAKMuyHUX 3auams. Ocodausicmio po3pobneHux pexomeHoayiti
€ IXHA npaKkmuyHa cnpamosanicmv. Bonu npusnaueni 0nisi KepiGHUKIE NPUKOPOOHHUX NIOPO30iNie, V 30HAX
8I0N0BIOALHOCTIE AKUX MOAICYMb GUHUKAMU KPU308L CUMYaAYil.

Jlompumannsi po3pobaenoi asmopamu cmammi ROCAI008HOCIE pobOmuU KepisHUKA niopo30iry 0XOpoHU
0epaHcasHo20 KOPOOHY w000 opeaHizayii 6opomvou 3 OUEPCIIHO-PO3BIOVEATLHUMU SPYRAMU NPOMUBHUKA
dacmu 3M02y NIOSUWUMU eheKmUHicmb pobomu 6iON0GIOHUX KEPIGHUKIE ma Oiibul NOGHO 8PAX08Y8amu
YUHHUKU, WO GNIUBAIOMb HA PE3YTbMAmMU CIYsHcO080-001080I QisIbHOCMI YACHUHMU.

Ypaxysanns pospobnenux pexomenoayiii 003601umb YHUKHYMU NOMUTKOBUX pilleHb, PAayiOHATbHO
30TCHUMU NIO20MOBKY MIOpO30iny 00 Oil, a MAKONC NONWUMU ONEePATUBHICMb POOOMU BIONOBIOHUX
KepieHUKIG.

Knrouosi cnoea: nioposzdin oxopoHu OepicasHo20 KOpPOOHY, 30potina 6Gopomvba, OusepciiiHo-
P036i0y6anbHA cpYNA.
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