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OF UKRAINE FOR PARTICIPATION IN STABILIZATION ACTIONS

The principles of creating battalion task forces in the National Guard of Ukraine for participation in
stabilization actions were proposed, their formulation, classification and systematization were carried out.

1t was determined that the first group includes general principles that can also be taken as a basis during
the formation of temporary organizational units to perform other tasks and functions assigned to the National

Guard of Ukraine.

The second group of principles for the creation of battalion task forces includes specific principles that are
characterized only for participation in stabilization actions.
Keywords: stabilization actions, battalion task force of the National Guard of Ukraine, principles.

Statement of the problem. Changes in the forms
and methods of the armed combat that have taken
place in recent years have had an impact on the
organization of forces of military formations used by
the parties to the conflict to achieve the goal of
confrontation.

Alongside with the organic units, combined units at
the tactical level, known as battalion task forces (BTFs),
became an important element of the military structure.

The experience of using BTF by the defense
forces of Ukraine under conditions of repelling full-
scale russian aggression confirms the success of
their actions in performing various tasks. Among
them, stabilization actions carried out by the BTFs
of the National Guard of Ukraine (the NGU) on the
de-occupied territories, in particular, in Kharkiv and
Kherson regions, became especially important.

The functional autonomy of these temporary
military units made it possible to effectively
conduct stabilization actions in small populated
places that turned out to be more rational compared
to the use of full-composition brigades.

At the same time, stabilization actions on the de-
occupied territories with the participation of the
NGU formations will take place in the post-war
period as well. According to the command staff of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, the
provision of the appropriate set of measures is
planned to be carried out with the help of the forces
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and means of assault brigades of the NGU
(offensive guard) [1].

At the same time, when choosing the way to
achieve the goal of this activity, advanced approaches
and practices in the field of law enforcement actions
and stabilization measures, similar to those identical
formations of the European Union countries, will be
taken into account [2].

Unfortunately, the above-mentioned organizational
units that were not parts of the NGU until recently,
currently do not have full-scale experience in
performing the entire possible complex of tasks of
stabilization actions in the assigned area (sector)
of responsibility.

This also applies to the command and control
organization of multi-agency formations in the case
of joint application under the leadership of the
command staff of the Guard.

Under existing conditions, the development of
the theory of creation and application of the BTF of
the NGU in stabilization actions, in particular, the
definition of the purpose and main tasks of this
process, as well as the assessment of the degree of
its achievement and the results of implementation,
is not possible without formulating the principles of
the creation of the BTFs of the NGU for
participation in stabilization actions that should be
the basis of the relevant process.

Concerning this, the necessity arises to formulate the
principles of creating the BTFs of the NGU for
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participation in stabilization actions, the
implementation of which will ensure the achievement
of maximum success in the stabilization actions both
now and in the future that determines the relevance of
the proposed study.

Analysis of recent research and publications.
To date, the problem of the study of participation in
stabilization actions of the structural organizational
units of the security and defense forces of Ukraine
of various departmental affiliations has been raised
in a small number of scientific works [3, 4, 5].

The author of the article [3] reveals the essence
of stabilization actions in the field of security on the
example of the local non-international armed
conflict and justifies the role and place of the NGU
in such actions, in contrast to other components of
the security and defense forces.

The work [4] systematized the experience and
justified the need for the use of the State Border
Service units of Ukraine in stabilization actions,
defined their tasks and selected methods of their
implementation. In the scientific work [5], the
stabilization operation (stabilization actions) of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine is considered as an
isolated type of military (combat) actions that forms
the basis of the concept of preventive deterrence.

Alongside, the analysis of the available scientific
sources shows that the principles, which describe
the theory of the formation of security and defense
forces for the implementation of stabilization
measures were not given proper attention. At the
same time, well-founded rules for the creation of
military formations of variable composition for the
performance of assigned tasks, different from
stabilization actions, and their management systems
are given in scientific studies [6—10].

Thus, the author of the publication [6]
formulated the general and specific principles of the
use of the Armed Forces and other military
formations during man-made, natural, and military
emergencies. The article [7] summarizes the main
principles of building a structure for managing
security forces in the state.

The work [8] presents the interest, in which a
system of principles for creating groups of troops
(forces) of the National Guard of Ukraine was
proposed, their formulation, classification and
systematization were carried out. The author of the

study [9] formulated the basic principles of creating
the National Guard task force for the localization of
the armed conflict within the state and the
requirements for it, which derive primarily from the
principles of military art.

The scientific work [10] considered the modular
principle of creating interservice formations of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine, defined the main
problems that arise while introducing the modular
principle, and outlined possible ways to solve them.

However, the analysis of the cited scientific
sources makes it possible to conclude that the
formulated studies cannot fully satisfy the need of
defining the principles of creating the BTFs of the
NGU for participation in stabilization actions, since
they do not take into account the specifics and scope
of the tasks, the established restrictions on the use
of means of destruction during their conduct, as well
as spatial indicators of this activity.

The purpose of the article is to formulate the
principles of creating battalion task forces of the
National Guard of Ukraine for participation in
stabilization actions.

Summary of the main material. The principles
of creating the BTFs for participation in stabilization
actions should be formed taking into account the
conditions under which the troops perform their tasks,
the role of the National Guard of Ukraine in the system
of security and defense forces, as well as approaches
to determining the rational composition of forces and
means.

The article is based on the classification of the
principles of creation of the BTFs given in the
publication [6], which allowed formulating the
principles of the use of the Armed Forces of Ukraine
and other military formations in man-made, natural
and military emergency situations.

In this article the concept "principles of creating
battalion task forces of the National Guard of
Ukraine for participation in stabilization actions"
should be understood as the general requirements
for building a rational composition of the BTFs,
taking into account modern approaches and risks
that arise in their application.

By analogy with the article [6], a classification
of principles of creation of BTFs of the NGU is
proposed (Figure 1).

90 ISSN 2078-7480. Yecmos i 3axon Ne 1 (88)/2024



0. Osypenko, M. Adamchuk, V. Butuzov, O. Titov. Principles of creating battalion task forces
of the National Guard of Ukraine for participation in stabilization actions

Principles of creating battalion task forces of the NGU
to participate in stabilization actions

General principles

Specific principles

— objective assessment;

— proportionality;

— sustainability of the main goal;

— dominance of the main goal over the
resource;

— prompt response;

— ensuring a sufficient amount of resources;
— synchronization;

— constant monitoring;

— synergy;

— purposefulness

— autonomy of actions;

— creation of a reserve of forces and resources;
— a systematic approach;

— a technological approach;

— management consistency;

—reduction of managerial costs

— structural adequacy;

— minimal use of force;

— goal orientation;

— universality;

— adaptability;

— spatial performance indicators;
— differentiation;

— manageability;

— professional regulation;

— expansion of powers

Figure 1 — Classification of the principles of creating battalion task forces of the National Guard of Ukraine
to participate in stabilization operations

The first group of principles for the creation of
BTFs of the NGU for participation in stabilization
actions is effectually to define general principles
that can also be taken as a basis during the formation
of temporary organizational units to perform other
tasks and functions assigned to the NGU.

The principle of objective assessment 1is
fundamental and is based on the need to observe certain
laws in the process of creating BTFs. Adherence to this
principle requires commanders (supervisors) of higher
level to use a scientific approach to create the BTFs of
the NGU, not to take into account subjective
approaches which can provide certain tactical
advantages in performing some tasks of stabilization
actions, but inevitably lead to a decrease of the
effectiveness of the entire set of measures on
stabilization of the situation in the crisis area.

The principle of proportionality boils down to
the ratio between the costs of creating the BTFs and
the final result (target effect) achieved thanks to its
functioning. Of all possible options for achieving
the goal, the one that makes it possible to achieve it
with the least expenditure of resources and to ensure

the most effective performance of the tasks of
stabilization actions is chosen.

The principle of sustainability of the main goal
comprises the scientific justification of the
fundamental goal of creating the BTFs of the NGU
and ensuring the compliance of these temporary
military formations with the current and projected
conditions of the security environment, taking into
account real and potential challenges and threats.

Changing the goal is possible only in case of
radical changes in the situation after scientific study
of the impact of the changed conditions of the main
goal, if other ways of responding to changes do not
allow adapting the controlled system to the new
operating conditions. Any radical change in the
main goal leads to the inexpediency of spending
resources to achieve the previous one.

The principle of dominance of the main goal over
the resource is the choice of such an option to achieve
the main goal that makes it possible to achieve it
through the least loss and expenditure of resources. A
dangerous violation of the mentioned principle is the
subjective tampering of the main goal with the
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available resources, neglecting the objective
requirements and conditions of the situation.

The principle of prompt response determines
that at the stages of creation of the BTFs, depending
on changes in the operational situation that affects
the implementation of their combat capabilities in
the designated areas of responsibility, the
composition of these groups may also change.

The principle of ensuring an adequate amount of
resources is that in order to create a BTF, it is
necessary to have such an amount of forces and
means that exceeds their necessary composition to
ensure the performance of tasks.

The principle of synchronization is based on the
fact that during the creation of the BTF of the NGU by
forming separate elements (groups) of the order of
battle, each of these elements must build a system of
goals in which the goals of each element must
contribute to the realization of common goals. To
achieve such consistency, it is necessary for general
and local goals to be specific and also to receive
uniform information about the situation and possible
future actions (predicted changes in the situation).

The principle of continuous monitoring boils down
to the need to have a sufficient amount of reliable
information during the creation of the BTF, which
does not cause doubt, fully corresponds to the created
situation, the actual state, position, actions and
intentions of the enemy in order to make timely
changes in the composition of temporary formations,
attract additional forces and means. Assessing the
situation on the basis of probable, doubtful and
unreliable information will increase the probability of
the occurrence of risk factors that can negatively affect
the development of the situation and the successful
completion of tasks created by the BTF.

The principle of synergy contains ensuring mutual
coordination of actions of the constituent elements of
BTF to achieve a common goal, which is based on the
idea that the obtained result of activity is something
more than just the sum of their individual actions. In
other words, the interaction between the constituent
elements leads to the creation of a certain system that
solves the problem more effectively than its individual
parts could do independently.

The principle of expediency provides for the
definition and clear formation of the main goal of
the activity of the BTF of the NGU at the stage of
making a decision on their creation.

The principle of the autonomy of actions consists
of providing the BTF with all the necessary
resources for actions away from the point of
permanent deployment within the defined area
of responsibility for a long period of time.

The principle of creating a reserve of forces and
means provides for the presence of additional forces
and means in the composition of the BTF for
immediate actions in case of a complication of the
situation in the area of responsibility, solving tasks
that suddenly arise, and increasing efforts to
stabilize the situation.

The principle of the systematic approach requires
the formation of a complete set of managerial
solutions that will contribute to the successful
implementation of the tasks defined by the BTF and
ensure the achievement of the goal of their application.

The principle of the technological approach
involves the wide use of modern computer
technologies and decision-making support software
during the creation (application) of BTF that will
make it possible to increase the efficiency degree of
managerial decisions under conditions of limited
time and contribute to a quick response to changes
in environmental situations.

The principle of management consistency is
based on the fact that management decisions must
correspond to the concept of the higher level
commander, be aimed at achieving the ultimate goal
of stabilization actions and be reflected in the
actions of subordinate structural units of the BTF.

The principle of reduction of managerial costs
involves giving lower level commanders the
authority to independently make decisions and
manage the execution of specific tasks in the event
of loss of control or sudden changes in the situation,
as well as entrusting them with full responsibility
for the decisions made and the results of the actions
of subordinate forces.

Among the specific principles of creation of BTF
of the NGU that are characteristic only for
participation in stabilization actions, the following
can be singled out:

The principle of structural adequacy is that the
created BTF should correspond to the task that is
planned to be performed in terms of its composition of
combat order elements, weapons, combat (special)
equipment, other material and technical resources, and
the level of professional training. The principle is
fundamental in the presented classification since the
organizational structure of the BTF is formed for the
period of performance of certain tasks. It adapts to
modern forms and methods of armed combat and is
constantly developing.

The principle of minimum use of force is the
limited use of the military potential of the BTF of
the NGU during the execution of stabilization
actions tasks. Achieving the goal of stabilization
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mostly occurs through the implementation of the
law enforcement component of the NGU.

The principle of goal orientation provides for the
legitimate procedure, conditions, and limits of the
use of the BTF established by legal acts to achieve
specific goals of activity, taking into account all
restrictions (prohibitions) that may be introduced
during the special legal regimes operation.

The principle of universality is based on the need to
form such an organizational structure of the BTF, which
will ensure the simultaneous or phased implementation
of a wide range of stabilization activities.

The principle of adaptability is reduced to the
ability of battalion task forces to quickly adapt to
sudden situation changes and move from one type
of action to another. In the course of carrying out
stabilization actions tasks, the BTF may receive
tasks  combating  enemy  sabotage  and
reconnaissance forces, and illegal armed
formations. In this case, the actions of the BTF will
involve conducting both offensive and defensive
actions. In addition, each combat organizational
unit of the BTF must be ready to replace or
strengthen another one if it is necessary to restore its
combat efficiency or in case of loss of personnel.

The principle of spatial performance indicators
is based on the fact that the number of created BTFs
of the NGU will depend on the size of the territory
on which activities and tasks of stabilization actions
are carried out, divided into areas of responsibility.

The principle of differentiation provides for the
distribution of forces and means between the
elements of the order of battle of the BTF depending
on the priority of tasks during participation in
stabilization actions. This principle is based on the
need to prioritize sufficient resources and efforts to
ensure the implementation of tasks that will have a
greater impact on achieving the goal of stabilization
actions in the near future.

The principle of manageability comprises
ensuring such a quantitative ratio between the
commander of the BTF and the forces subordinate
to him, which will make it possible to carry out
effective command and control over the military
unit during the execution of tasks as assigned. When
creating the order of battle of the BTF, it should be
taken into account that the commander should not
have at his disposal an excessive number of variable
units or subordinate personnel with such a
calculation to perform a larger volume of tasks.

This can complicate the coordination of actions,
reduce the effectiveness of command and control over
subordinate forces and lead to a disruption (significant
complication) in their performance of this or that task.

In this case, in order to ensure the achievement of the
defined goal of stabilization actions, it is necessary to
provide for the creation of several BTFs.

The principle of professional regulation requires
that each combat organizational unit operating as
part of the BTF functions to achieve a specific set of
goals and bears full responsibility for the results of
the tasks assigned to it.

The principle of expansion of powers is based on
the fact that, along with the performance of specific
tasks and functions in peacetime, the military
organizational units that will make up the BTF of
the NGU must be ready to exercise additional
powers assigned to them under the conditions of a
special legal regime of emergency or martial law
(during special period).

Summarizing the above, it should be noted that
the given list of principles enables commanders
(chiefs) and staffs of all levels to understand their
content, the principles of functioning and the
procedure for application during the creation of the
BTFs of the NGU. Despite the fact that compliance
with the specific principles does not guarantee
complete success, ignoring them can lead to a
decrease in the effectiveness of the BTFs actions
when performing tasks as intended.

Conclusions

So, the article formulates the principles of
creating battalion task forces of the National Guard
of Ukraine for participation in stabilization actions,
discloses their content, and conducts classification
and systematization. The classification presented in
the study considers the general and specific
principles of creating the specified temporary
formations, the fundamental of which is the
principle of objective assessment and structural
adequacy respectively. The obtained results are
important for the above-mentioned process, as they
form the theoretical basis for building a rational
composition of battalion task forces and their
effective use in the current and predicted conditions
of the environmental security.

The implementation of these principles will make
it possible to obtain a temporary military
organizational unit of the National Guard of Ukraine
with the necessary (required) indicators of the ability
to perform a complex of tasks of stabilization actions
in the designated area (sector) of responsibility. At the
same time, if necessary, the group of general
principles for the creation of battalion task forces can
be used by commanders (chiefs) and their subordinate
command and control bodies during the formation of
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the forces of the National Guard of Ukraine of variable
composition to perform other tasks and functions other
than stabilization actions.

The line of further research is the ranking
of factors affecting the composition and strength of
battalion task forces of the National Guard
of Ukraine for participation in stabilization actions.
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IIPUHIAIIN CTBOPEHHSA BATAJIBMOHHUX TAKTUYHHAX eyl
HAHIOHAJIBHOI I'BAPAII YKPAIHU JJISA YUACTI Y CTABUIIBAHIMHUX JIAX

3anpononosano npunyunu Gopmysanns bamanviionnux onepamusnux epyn Hayionanvuoi 2eapoii
Yipainu ons ywacmi y cmabinizayiiinux 0isx, c@opmynvosano ix, nposedeno ix knacugixayio ma
cucmemMamuzayiio.

ITi0 Hagedenoro y cmammi KOHYeNYiclo NpuHYunie Gopmyeanus OAMATbLUOHHUX ONEPAMUGHUX ZPYN
Hayionanenoi eeapoii Yrpainu ona ywacmi y cmabinizayitinux Oisx ciio po3ymimu 3a2aiibHi 6umozu 00
no6y008u payioHaibHo20 CKAA0y OAMANBUOHHUX ONEPAMUGHUX ZPYR 3 VPAXYBAHHAM CYYACHUX NioxX00ie ma
PUBUKU, KL GUHUKAIOMb NIO Yac iX 3aCmOCy8aHis.

Jlo nepwioi epynu npunyunie Hanejicams 3a2aibii NPUHYUNY, SKI MAKOJIC MOJNCYMb OYmu 8351mi 3a OCHOBY
hopmysanHs MuUMHaco8uUx OpeaHizayiHux 0OUHUYb OJisl BUKOHAHHS THUUX 3a60aHb | YYHKYIU, NOKIAOEHUX HA
Hayionaneny eeapodito  Vrpainu. Ila epyna oxonmoe maxi npunyunu. 00’ €kmugHe OYIHIOBAHHS,
NPONOPYILHICMYb, CMANICb 20JI08HOT Memu; OOMIHYBAHHS 20J06HOI Memu HAO pecypcamu; OnepamusHe
peazysans,; 3a0e3neueHHs HaAAeHCHO20 00CA2y pecypcie; CUHXPOHI3AYis, NOCItIHULL MOHIMOPUHS, CUHEP2is,
YinecnpaMOB8anicmv, ABMOHOMHICMb  OIll; CMBOPEHHs pe3ep8y Ccul i 3acodie; cucmemHull nioxio;
MeXHON02TYHUL NIOXI0;, NOCTIO0BHICINb YNPABIIHHI, CKOPOUEHHS YRPABIIHCOKUX GUMPAIN.

Jlpyea epyna npunyunie cmeopenus 6amanblUOHHUX ONEPAMUGHUX SPYN MICIUmMb chneyugiuni npunyunu,
XapaxmepHi quwie 01 ywacmi y cmaoOinizayiinux 0isx, a came. CMPYKMYPHA A0eK8AMHICHb, MIHIMAbHE
3ACMOCYBAHHS CUAU, YLIbOBA CHIPSMOBAHICIb, YHIBEPCANLHICMb, A0ANMUBHICHb, NOKAZHUKU NPOCOPOSOT
eghexmugnocmi; ougepenyiayis, Keposanicms, npogheciiine pe2yno8ants, Po3uUpeHHs: NOBHOBAICEHD.

Haseodenuii nepenix npunyunie 0ae MONCIUBICMb KOMAHOUPAM (HAYANbHUKAM) | wmabam ycix pieHie
3posymimu iXuill 3micm, RPUHYUNU OYHKYIOHYBAHHS MA NOPAOOK 3ACMOCY8AHHS NI0 YAC CMBOPEHHS
bamanvtionHux onepamusnux epyn y Hayionanoniii 2eapoii’ Yxpainu. He3zsadxcarouu na me, wo 00OmMpUMAanHsl
KOHKDEMHUX NPUHYUNIG He 2apaHmMyE NOBHO20 YCHIXY, iX ICHOPYBAHHS MOXCEe Npu3eecmu 00 3HUNCEHHS
eghexmugnocmi Oil onepamuerux epyn 6amanvliony y GUKOHAHHI 3a60aib 3a NPUSHAYEHHSM.

Peanizayis yux npunyunie mamume eupiuianvhe 3HaA4eHHS V Npoyeci GopmMyeaHHs ONePAMUBHUX 2PYN
6amanvliony, OCKLIbKU 003601UMb OMPUMAMU MUMYACOB) GIICLKO8Y OP2AHI3AYINHY 0OUHUYIO 3 HeOOXIOHUMU
MONCTIUBOCTHAMU.

Knrouoei cnoea: cmabinizayiuni 0ii, 6amanviionna maxmuuna epyna Hayionanonoi 2eapoii Yxpainu,
NPUHYUNU.
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